
From the President’s Desk
Dear Compatriots,
Iʼm George Biles, New Mexico Societyʼs 

2012 President. Iʼm eager to serve you and the 
Society  this year. We conducted an excellent 
Board of Management meeting on February 
25th that dealt with a number of issues we will 
be facing in 2012. In comments to the 30 
Compatriots and guests in attendance and 
hosted by  the Gadsden Chapter, we covered 
the following issues:

The NM Centennial: For New Mexicoʼs 
100 th yea r, we u rge each Chap te r : 
Albuquerque, Gadsden, Santa Fé, and Three 
Rivers, to schedule a celebration of this 
important mile- stone of our State.

Encourage maximum participation in the 
AZ/NM Congress in Phoenix: New Mexico and 
Arizona are co-hosting the July  7 to 11 NSSAR 
Congress in Phoenix. Letʼs offer the best New 
Mexico welcome we can to around 400 
attendees.

NMSSAR needs to induct new members: 
The median age of our Societyʼs membership is 
just under 67 years of age. We need new and 
younger members. Could each chapter in- duct 
3 new members in 2012? That is a reasonable 
and achievable goal.

We need to acknowledge local police, 
firefighter, and emergency medical personnel 
with SAR awards: Each Chapter has the 
authority  to make awards to deserving 
responder personnel.

The benefits of the NMSSAR color guard to 
the community  and the society  are huge: View 
the picture on the NMSSAR website of the 
Color Guard and Governor Martinez. Her grin 
says it all!

We need to publicize our activities in the 
newsletter: The NSSAR website has every 
quarterly  issue. They  show the exemplary 
activities of our New Mexico chapters.

Search among your members to see who 
could volunteer for the positions of State 
Treasurer and State Secretary: These jobs are 
critically  important to the effective operation of 
our Society. Itʼs unrealistic to expect John 
Farris and Ray Alexander, who have held these 
important positions for a long time, to continue 
doing these jobs year after year. Itʼs crucial that 
talented volunteers step up to assume these 
duties after 2012.

Update the NMSSAR history: NMSSAR is 
older than the State of New  Mexico. The New 
Mexico Society  was founded in 1908 and we 
have already celebrated our own Centennial. 
Each Chapter needs to bring up to date (and in 
the case of Three Rivers – to start) its history. 
The State Historian, Ted Adams, will be 
contacting each Chapter this year to ensure 
that the Chapter and State history are prepared 
and ready  so that we can publish the next 
supplement to the Societyʼs history.

Finally, we need to revisit the NMSSAR 
Handbook, Constitution, and By-Laws.

Three years ago, under the coordination of 
Former President Gene Tomlinson, we up- 
dated all of our NMSSAR operating rules and 
procedures. Now that these have been in place 
for three years, itʼs time to revisit, review, and 
tweak these documents where necessary. The 
2012 1st Vice President, Mike Barger, is 
heading up this review.

Each Chapter has already  or will be 
announcing its meeting schedule for 2012. I 
plan to visit at least one meeting of each 
chapter throughout the year. We have a lot on 
our plate during 2012 and it will be gratifying to 
see our achievements. Best wishes for another 
successful year in the life of the New Mexico 
Society of the Sons of the American Revolution.
Fraternally,
George E. Biles
Member, Gadsden Chapter, NMSSAR
Member, Pittsburgh Chapter, PASSAR 2012
President, NMSSAR
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SAR Spring Leadership Conference
George Biles, NMSSAR President

Three NMSSAR Compatriots attended the SAR Spring Leadership Conference in Louisville, KY. 
NSSAR Minuteman Walter Baker, NMSSAR Trustee Jim Thornton, and the 2012 NMSSAR President 
George Biles attended various meetings and conferences during the March 1 through 4 many 
scheduled activities.

A brief summary of a few of the sessions that your Society President was able to attend follows:
A session about various State Society  Newsletters and Publications offered excellent tips about how 

quarterly newsletters can reach more SAR members.
A Congress Planning Session where the many  tasks that need to be completed prior to and during 

the upcoming 2012 Congress in Phoenix, AZ were discussed. The Congress is being co-hosted by 
Arizona and New Mexico. A picture of Minuteman Mike Jones (from Arizona and overall Chairman of 
the Congress) and Dr. Rudy  Byrd, President of the AZ Society  is shown at the left. Warren Alter, the AZ 
planning co-host, and George Biles, NMSSAR President are in the middle. A picture of the Rocky 
Mountain Vice President General, Ed Karr, and NM planning co-host, NMSSAR Trustee and candidate 
for VPG of the Rocky Mountain District Jim Thornton is at the right.

Your President was a first-time attendee of the Leadership Conference. All new attendees are given 
an extensive tour of the SAR Genealogical Research Library. A highlight of this tour was seeing the 
Membership application of Member Number 12000 – then Governor Theodore Roosevelt. A copy  of his 
SAR membership application is shown at the left. In the middle of the page is a picture of SAR 
Minuteman Captain Walter Baker, NMSSAR standing next to Charles Canning, President of the 
Pennsylvania Society  of the SAR. At the right is Dr. Rudy  Byrd, AZSSAR President alongside a member 
of the Western Reserve Chapter, Ohio, Color Guard.

On Saturday, March 3, a George Washington Fellow Breakfast was held. Donees to the George 
Washington Fellow Fund and to the Center for Advanced American History  were acknowledged 
including a very  generous gift from Former Pennsylvania President Lanny Patten of more than 
$100,000. The bulk of the day  was devoted to the Trustee meeting where various business matters 
were voted upon. That evening, the formal dinner, with combined Color Guards posting colors, was 
held. The Chairman of the SAR Color Guard, Mike Tomme, is from Georgia.
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The Spring Leadership Conference was informative and a worthwhile learning experience. 
Particularly  meaningful was VPG, Rocky Mountain District Ed Karr, during his VPG report, providing 
glowing compliments about the NMSSAR. VPG Karr specifically  mentioned the NM Color Guard; 
Former President Ted Adamsʼ  initiative to present the Presidio plaque in Santa Fé; the Spanish 
Ambassador to the United States providing names of Spanish Patriots to NMSSAR; Ted Adamsʼ 
initiative to create the 3 Rivers Chapter in Farmington; and the Societyʼs on-going preparations for the 
upcoming Congress.
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Meritorious Service Medal Presented to 
George Garcia

George Biles, NMSSAR President
On February  25, 2012, NMSSAR 2011 

President Ted Adams presented the NSSAR 
Meritorious Service Medal to the Captain of the 
New Mexico Color Guard, George Garcia. 
President Adams praised George Garciaʼs selfless 
devotion to leading the New Mexico SAR Color 
Guard in a number of important events throughout 
New Mexico in 2011. The Meritorious Service 
Medal is one of the most significant awards that 
can be awarded to a SAR Compatriot.
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Three Rivers Chapter
Charter Presentation

January  7th 2012 was a monumental day in 
our state society's when 2011 President Adams 
presented a charter to our new  Chapter, Three 
Rivers in Farmington.   Assisting in the charter, 
were state secretary  Ray  Alexander, state 
trustee Jim Thornton, state registrar John 
Robinson,  and the Rocky  Mountain vice 
president general Ed Karr.   Trustee Thornton 
swore the new officers into their respective 
offices, Registrar Robinson escorted the new 
officers, and Vice President General Karr swore 
in two new members: Compatriots Morin and 
Wooderson.   The new chapter is off to a great 
start.   The officers are Steve Wamel president, 
Doug Smith Sec/treasurer, Registrar David 
Harris Sr, Chaplain Lee Wooderson, and 
Historian David Harris Jr. 

President Ted Adams with youngest member in new 
Chapter David Harris

President Ted Adams, New Mexico DAR State Regent 
Zadeea Harris, Farmington Desert Gold DAT Chapter 
Regent Judith Wooderson

Three Rivers receiving its Charter. (left to right) Ray 
Alexander, Jim Thornton, Phil Morin, C. David Harris, S. 
J. David Harris, Doug Smith, Steve Wamel, Ted Adams, 
Gary Knight, John Robinson. January 7, 2012

Swearing in the new officers Jim Thornton, President 
Steve Wamel, Historian S.J. David Harris, Registrar C. 
David Harris, Treasurer/Secretary Doug Smith, Chaplain 
Lee Wooderson.

Swearing new members, Phil Morin, Lee Wooderson, 
Regional VPG Ed Karr
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Bataan Memorial Death March
Las Cruces, NM

Over 6,700 participants attended the 
Bataan Memorial Death March at the White 
Sands Missile Range on March 25th, 2012. 
Volunteers from the Gadsden Chapter in Las 
Cruces provided water and power ade drinks to 
participants who managed to get to the finish 
line. The Gadsden members were positioned at 
the 26 mile finish line. These Compatriots and 
some spouses were part of a large group of 
over 1,200 volunteers who staffed water tables 
at each mile marker or provided emergency 
medical and other logistical assistance to the 
marchers. Some March participants walked, 
others ran, some in full field gear, either a 14 
mile or the full 26.2 mile course over rough 
desert terrain under a relentless March sun at 
the White Sands Missile Range.

The Bataan Memorial Death March 
commemorates the forced 65 mile march of 
some 76,000 American and Filipino prisoners of 
war at the outset of World War 2. It is estimated 
that 19,000 prisoners, many whom were 
Americans (including a large contingent from 
the 200th Coast Artillery  Battalion of New 
Mexico) and Filipinos were bayoneted, 
executed, shot, or buried alive during or after 
this grueling march. Twelve survivors of the 
actual Bataan Death March sitting in wheel 
chairs, all in their 90s, greeted and shook 
hands with the finishers of the March.

Compatriot Charles Baker of the Gadsden Chapter 
shaking hands with Bataan Death March survivors.

The next picture is one (left to right) Compatriot Sam 
Bradley and his wife Joanna, Compatriot Lt. Colonel 
John Orton, USAF (Retired); and Compatriot Master 
Gunnery Sergeant Andrew Lyngar, USMC (Retired). 
Compatriot Lyngar is President of the Gadsden Chapter.

Other Compatriots and friends of the Gadsden Chapter 
who volunteered at the Bataan Memorial Death March 
were Jeff Jansen, Doug Hall, NSSAR Minuteman Walt 
and Elsa Baker, and State President George Biles.
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SAR ABQ Starts the 2012 Season 
Sam Baty and Vernon Casias

President Barger started the 2012 SAR 
ABQ  season by having some key discussions 
with NMSSAR 2011 President Adams.  The 
meeting took place at Landryʼs Seafood 
Restaurant in Albuquerque, New Mexico, with 
the meeting commencing at 11:30 a.m. on 
January  28, 2012. The meeting was well 
attended, with a number of wives, relatives, and 
friends joining the SAR members.

The good attendance was at least partially 
due to the initiative taken by  Compatriot 
George Garcia. George was instrumental in 
convincing Mr Robert J. Torrez to be the guest 
speaker. 

Mr. Torrez, who works in Santa Fe,  gave an 
outstanding speech that wi l l long be 
remembered by the meeting attendees.  He 
discussed the Spanish settlers, colonists, and 
Presidio soldiers that were in this area during 
the American colonistsʼ fight for independence. 
The Presidio soldiers, in addition to their role as 
protectors of the frontier people, are recognized 
as having made s ignificant monetary 
contributions to the colonies in the fight against 
the British.

Incoming SAR ABQ President John 
Robinson (Standing) Discusses Chapter 
Business with Compatriot John Farris 

Although Robinson has only  been in the 
SAR ABQ Chapter for about a year, he is well 
qualified to be Chapter President.  He was 
President of his Chapter in North Carolina prior 
to coming to Albuquerque and has been a 
member of SAR for many  years. He is also 
steeped in genealogy  and has numerous 
ancestors that he has traced back to the 
Revolutionary War era.   
President Adams Discussed the Upcoming 

2012 SAR Congress
After Compatriot Yost gave the opening 

prayer and Compatriot Jacobs led the 
attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance to start 
the meeting, President Barger asked NMSSAR 
President Adams to discuss the upcoming 2012 
SAR Congress to be held in Phoenix, AZ. 
NMSSAR is a co-host of the Congress. 

A key  area that President Adams is 
researching is hotel costs in Phoenix for NM 
SAR members who may  not want to pay  what 
the Biltmore Hotel will charge Congress 
attendees. There will be an email sent to NM 
SAR members with this information plus other 
specifics about the meeting. President Adams 
is encouraging as many  NM SAR members as 
possible to attend, and he has a number of 
areas that are in need of volunteers to help with 
the preparations.

Guest Speaker Torrez Discusses the 
Historical Events in New Mexico and their 

Relevancy to SAR 
President Barger asked Compatriot George 

Garcia to introduce Mr. Robert J. Torrez, the 
guest speaker. Garcia related Torrezʼ extensive 
background in Santa Fe regarding Spanish 
settlers, Colonists, and Presidio Soldiers that 
were active at the time Nueva Espana was 
founded by  Captain General Don Juan de 
Onate in the 1598 – 1600 time frame.

Mr. Torrezʼ speech was extremely well 
received by  meeting attendees. He came 
equipped with copies of documents that he had 
researched extensively. These documents 
identified the contributions of the Spanish 
Presidio Soldiers to the American Revolutionary 
War cause. He also showed plans for the 
building of a magnificent structure in Santa Fe 
to house Presidio Soldiers had the political 
situation not changed dramatically.

At the end of his presentation, numerous 
questions were asked. Mr Torrez said that there 
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were documents in Mexico City  and perhaps 
even back in Spain that would shed light on the 
era.

President Barger Leads the Meeting in 
Dealing with Old and New Business  

President Barger conducted the old 
business first, including the approval of the 
October, 2011 minutes, a request for future 
ideas, and a review of the NMSSAR Awards 
and the State Gun Raffle by  President Adams. 
He then had Committee Chairmen give their 
Committee reports. These included the 
Treasurerʼs Report, the Historian and Color 
Guard Reports, The ROTC and Veterans Affairs 
Reports, and the Calling Committee Report. 

 
From far right: Compatriot Vernon Casias, Compatriot 
Phil Blumenfeld, and President Barger (standing)

President Adams relayed the information on 
the ROTC  and Veterans Affairs activities. The 
ROTC area is a very  busy  one, as NMSSAR 
gave out 25 awards to ROTC recipients last 
year. President Adams indicated that volunteers 
are needed to accommodate this area in the 
future.

Compat r io t Yos t gave the Ca l l ing 
Committee Report. He said that, with SAR 
members aging, we need to keep track of 
where they  are. Specifically, he said that 
members are changing addresses and 
telephone numbers as they  move into 
retirement facilities, etc. He gave specific 
names of people who no longer are accessible 
through the telephone numbers on file for them. 
He requested that SAR ABQ  members contact 
him if they have information on these people.

The new business included the swearing in 
of Marc Ahlen, the election of officers for 2012, 
an Awards discussion of what awards SAR 
ABQ  members have, a change of the SAR ABQ 
meeting on February  28 because of a 
N MSSAR co n fl i c t , a n d n e w me mb e r 
recruitment.  

New SAR Member Marc Ahlen Installed by 
NMSSAR 2011 President Adams

President Adams swore in Compatriot Marc 
Ahlen as SAR ABQʼs newest member. Marcʼs 
wife, Danise, put the SAR lapel pin on Marcʼs 
collar. The lapel pin has the colors and material 
worn by General Washington during the 
Revolutionary War.

President Adams, Marc and Denise Ahlen

New SAR ABQ Officers are Sworn in by 
NMSSAR 2011 President Adams 

The gavel was passed from President 
Barger to President Robinson, and the new 
President spoke briefly  about the need to get 
new members. He pointed out that the DAR in 
New Mexico has a lot more members than 
SAR, and that we need to change this situation. 
He then asked Compatriot Jacobs to lead the 
recessional, and the meeting was closed.

From left to right: NMSSAR 2011 President Adams, 1st 
Vice President Rael, 2nd Vice President Garcia, Historian 
Barger (partly masked), Secretary-Treasurer Blumenfeld, 
Chaplain Yost (Registrar Alexander not shown)
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Compatriots Can Again Support the
New Mexico Society Color Guard

with Their Donations
Last year we asked New Mexico Compatriots for donations to purchase Color Guard Uniforms – 

Work Coats and Breeches.  Color Guard members contributed $200 each for hats, shirts, socks, 
garters and gloves.  Your response was fantastic with over $4,500 donated in about six months.

We outfitted nine members in Santa Fe and Albuquerque.  This year we are again asking for your 
support to continue our program to outfit up to five more members.  The New Mexico Society  owns the 
Work Coats and Breeches and will pass them to new Color Guard members as required.  With proper 
care, these Uniforms should last a good number of years and be altered, to fit new members as they 
step forward.

Your Color Guard is being noticed as described elsewhere in these newsletter and prior ones.  It is 
a major marketing tool to gain members and provide awareness to the people of New Mexico as to who 
we are and what we represent.  It is a teaching tool for our education program and will be a major part 
of our participation in the 2012 Congress in Phoenix, AZ in July  of 2012 as well as other State 
Centennial events in 2012.  We need your support and we need your personal participation.

Let’s do it again this year!

New Mexico Society of the Sons of the American Revolution
Financial Support to the NMSSAR Color Guard Uniform and Equipment Project

Please provide a generous financial donation to our Color Guard Uniform and Equipment Project.  This will be a 
tax deductible donation since we are a Nationally Recognized 501 c (3) non profit organization whose NMSSAR 
tax I.D. number is:  86-6015024.

Name:  _____________________________________________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________________________

City:  _____________________________  State:  ______  Zip:  _______________

Your donation in the amount of:  $____________________ is most appreciated.

Make checks payable to:  NMSSAR  (please state donation is for the Color Guard Uniform Project)

Mail this form with your check to:
Mr. John Adams Farris, Treasurer, NMSSAR
9303 Topanga Court NE
Albuquerque, New Mexico
87122-1225

Thank you for your support:
George Garcia, Color Guard Commander
(Keep a copy of this form for your tax records)
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